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HOW TO USE THESE METRICS

— New Building Permits: Signals upcoming construction activity. Use to target bids and pre-plan
=X resources for regions expecting growth.

New Housing Starts: Shows residential demand. Adjust manpower and materials based on this to
avoid overcommitment or missed opportunities.

Construction Pending: Tracks backlog of active projects. Use to gauge market saturation and decide

=
when to expand or hold back.

PPI: Building Material and Supplies: Measures raw material cost trends. Use to forecast budget
impacts and lock in prices before spikes.

PPI: Concrete Brick: Specific indicator of concrete price shifts. Critical for budgeting on large projects;
o—lo) avoid unexpected cost overruns.

Lumber Futures: Future price indicator for wood materials. Time purchases to secure bulk at lower

costs or delay to reduce overhead.

%, PPI: Iron & Steel: Tracks iron and steel prices. Essential for planning steel-heavy projects. Adjust bids
<N and contracts as prices shift.
2

Bank Prime Lending Rate: Affects borrowing costs for you and your clients. Monitor to plan
JUIIIR refinancing and forecast project financing expenses.

10-Year Treasury Yield: Indicates economic confidence and impacts project financing costs. Use it to
$ assess risk for new long-term builds.

30-Year Conventional Mortgage Rate: Impacts housing affordability. High rates reduce homebuyer
demand, signaling when to pivot from residential.

e
S&P 500: Broad economic indicator. Use strong performance as a cue for increased private sector
ol construction investment.

f YoY Percent Change in U.S. Real GDP: Direct indicator of economic growth. Helps decide whether to
=wm| Scale up operations or conserve resources.

000 Unemployment Rate: Reflects labor availability. High rates mean cheaper labor; low rates may cause
labor shortages and wage pressures.
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BUIL_DNG PERMITS

New Building Permits by Units ﬁ New Building Permists by Region m

(Thousands of Units. Not Seasonally Adjusted) (Thousands of Units. Not Seasonally Adjusted)
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Raw Data Source: Census.gov
Tracking annual new building permits is essential for construction companies as it signals future market
How to use o . . . - . . .
opportunities, helps in resource planning, and reflects economic trends, guiding strategic business decisions.
Insight Building permits show a decline from 2021, with forecasts pointing to further drops through 2024, potentially
nsights s . . . . .
g hitting 98 units by January 2025, signaling a slowdown in housing demand.
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HOUSINGSTARTS
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New Housing Starts by Units {ﬂ} New Housing Starts by Region m
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Raw Data Source: Census.gov
H New Residential Construction Starts indicate upcoming project opportunities and market demand, helping
owto use companies align resources and anticipate industry growth.
Insicht Housing starts are forecasted to decline steadily through 2024, with a significant drop expected by early 2025,
nsights reaching a possible low of 77.8 units in January, indicating ongoing market softness.
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING

Construction Spending
(Millions of Dollars. Not Seasonally Adjusted)
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Producer Price Index: Building Material and Supplies @
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Raw Data Source: fred.stlouisfed.org

Monitoring Construction Spending and Building Materials prices helps companies forecast project costs, manage
budgets, and adjust for fluctuations in material availability.

- Construction spending is expected to decline through early 2025, while the PPI for building materials will remain

Insights stable, with the potential for a slight increase of 1-2% in input prices.

How to use
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MATERAL COSTS

Producer Price Index: Concrete Brick @H
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Producer Price Index: Iron & Steel %

450 (Index 1982=100, Not Seasonally Adjusted) &

400
350 ——

N Sep-24, 293.8
300
250
200

Raw Data Source: fred.stlouisfed.org

150

: Vg : ‘ :
X < o] & N %
O F & R

Tracking Material Costs for Concrete, Lumber, and Iron & Steel prices helps companies mitigate rising expenses,
improve bidding accuracy, and plan procurement more efficiently.

- Lumber prices will rise moderately, while steel remains stable amid weak demand from China but offset by

Insights . . . . L . .
& infrastructure growth. Concrete prices will stay flat, with minor inflationary pressures into Q1 2025

How to use
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NTEREST RATES
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Watching Prime Lending Rates, Treasuries, and Mortgage rates aids in understanding financing trends, client
borrowing costs, and real estate market shifts.

Insights Interest Rates: Prime lending rates are forecasted to decrease in 2025, providing relief for borrowers, but

historically high mortgage rates will likely continue to suppress housing demand throughout 2024.

How to use
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS
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Insights

Raw Data Source: fred.stlouisfed.org
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Sep-24, 5705.5

Raw Data Source: investing.com

Raw Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

S&P 500, GDP, and Unemployment data reflect economic health, impacting construction investments, client
financial stability, and labor market conditions.

GDP is forecasted to decline sharply by late 2024, while unemployment rises, suggesting an economic slowdown
that may dampen construction investment across sectors, particularly in 2025.




